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news briefs
SC CMA to Offer Free NxLevel
Session for Entrepreneurs

The South Carolina Commission for Minority
Affairs will host a free informational session for
entrepreneurs who want to reach the next level
of success on Thursday, November 14 from 5 to
7 p.m. at the Florence-Darlington Technical College, 2715 W. Lucas St., Florence, SC 29501 (7000
Building, room 7104).
The informational workshop will introduce
prospective business owners to the NxLevel Small
Business Training course, a 12-week course designed to teach entrepreneurs about a variety of
topics including business planning, marketing assistance, financial resources, accounting, e-commerce, website development and more.
Attendees will learn more about the NxLevel
program and how to register for the nationally-recognized course that addresses the many questions
business owners have when starting a business.
To register for the informational session, visit
https://nxlevelflorence2019.eventbrite.com.
For more information, contact Cynthia Haddad
at 803-995-8553 or email chaddad@cfma.sc.gov.

MTC Quick-Start Day: Apply to
MTC for Free

Midlands Technical College is now accepting
applicants for the Spring Semester and is inviting
all prospective students to learn about academic
and career programs, see what financial aid options might be available, and apply to the college
for free.
Whether a student’s goals are to transfer to a
four-year university or take courses that lead to a
great career, MTC offers a high-quality, affordable,
and accredited education. With six campuses, day
and night classes, and online learning, MTC makes
getting a college education convenient.
At MTC Quick-Start Day, prospective students can: Apply to MTC for free ($35 application
waived); Learn about financial aid including LIFE
scholarships, Lottery Tuition Assistance, and veterans educational benefits; See if they qualify to
exempt the MTC placement test; Schedule an advisement appointment (for those who complete the
application and placement-testing process); Meet
with an Admissions Counselor, complete placement testing (if needed), and receive an admissions
decision.
Make plans to attend MTC Quick-Start Day
on Saturday, October 26, from 9 – 11:30 a.m. at
the MTC Beltline Campus Student Center, and
see how easy it is to become an MTC student this
Spring Semester. Register at MIDLANDSTECH.
EDU/quickstart.

City of Columbia’s 41st Annual
Veterans Day Parade

The City of Columbia’s 41th Annual Veterans
Day Parade will be held, Monday, November 11,
the Columbia Parks & Recreation Department announced.
The Veterans Day Parade, known as one of the
Southeast’s largest Veterans Day parades, will begin at 11 a.m. from the intersection of Sumter and
Laurel streets, and travel southbound on Sumter
Street ending at Pendleton Street near the State
House. This year’s grand marshals will be representatives from the Great American Defense Community.
The Veterans Day Parade is sponsored by the
City of Columbia and Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of South Carolina, WIS, USC and Cocky, Chamber of Commerce, Fort Jackson, Year of the Veteran Truck and USO.
For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.

Volunteer with Columbia
Opportunity Resource (COR)

Volunteer with the St. Bernard Project on Saturday, October 26 from 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM. 25
volunteers are needed to with COR as we aim to
rebuild and repair homes that have been damaged
due to natural disasters.Currently, they are working
on homes that were damaged by Hurricane Joaquin
in 2015. These families have been displaced or living in non-ideal conditions for 4 years.
You do not have to be handy or have skill in
this area; they have experts on site to help guide us
in the process. Get hands on as we help one of our
neighbors at 1100 Rockyknoll Drive, Columbia,
SC 29203. Check out http://sbpusa.org/ for more
information!
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Weather Channel owner Byron Allen
wants to highlight climate change’s
impact on Black communities
By Natasha S.
Alford
The Grio
When Entertainment
Studios chief Byron Allen
purchased The Weather
Channel for $300 million
in 2017, he made headlines and became the first
African American to own
a general market cable
network.
But beyond the significance of his business
acquisition, Allen says
he hopes his high profile
investment will generate
another important conversation.
“As an African American man hopefully I’m
bringing more attention
to climate and environment,” Allen told theGrio
in an exclusive interview
in Los Angeles.
“Because so many
African-American neighborhoods are in bad environmental places, where
it’s causing us to get
sick and die earlier than

A woman is carried out after being trapped in her home in Orleans parish
during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
most.”
Experts have long
predicted that climate
change will disproportionately impact low-income communities, leaving African Americans
and other communities of
color on the front lines,
as seen during Hurricane
Katrina.
Activists have highlighted polluted water
in Flint, Mich., (which

is still replacing water
service lines) and “Cancer Alley” in Louisiana,
as other examples of the
ways environmental injustice creates numerous
casualties in Black communities.
One report
even found that African
Americans in Los Angeles are nearly twice as
likely to die as other residents during heat waves.
Allen says despite

climate change deniers,
scientists at The Weather
Channel are clear on one
thing.
“We have close to 400
people who work for us
at The Weather Channel,
a lot of very smart scientists,” Allen told theGrio.
“I asked them in a
room, probably about 20
of them, ‘Climate changeis this something that’s
continued on page 7

